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THE JOURNEY

➢ Progress so far…
➢ Steve, Colin, Mike are all Advocates, have DBS Cert. and have had first engagement

➢ Induction course, Identity checking, DBS registration

➢ Look carefully at the process – Do it all On-line (Or it can take forever)

➢ Now working on being a conduit between i-UG members and the Colleges/Universities

➢ So far, what they want   …is also what we need!

➢ First engagement 
➢ Colin will speak about i-UG exhibiting at the STEM Careers Fair at Halesowen College

➢ Customer parallel engagement
➢ John Armstrong – Group IT Director at ABP Food Group

➢ A parallel perspective from John’s involvement with Birmingham City University

➢ STEM Learning Representative 
➢ Elizabeth Smith - STEM Hub West Midlands tells us how we get involved.
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• Why?

• Because we were invited

- Simple as that!

• After years of trying to work with 

colleges & universities - Finally through 

STEM we seem to have found a well 

established route.

• Everyone likes to feel wanted!
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What were we hoping to achieve?

What reaction would we get?
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• What did we find out?

o Little bit of interest from students

o Lots of interest from staff & teachers

o Lots of funding available for 

Apprenticeships….

o Lots of opportunities for 

workplacements
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• If your company’s gross salary bill is under 

£3 Million

• Employer pays 5% of apprenticeships

• Government funds 95%

• Over £3 Million wage bill

• Funding can be taken from your 0.5% 

Apprenticeship Levy 

• + 10% top up from government.
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• Halesowen do 50 day work placements 

where students have specific days blocked 

out so they can attend each week and 

there can be an option to make up days 

during half terms/holidays. 

• This is just one college!!!
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