
IBM i 7.4 and Much More 

Alison Butterill 
WW Offering Manager, IBM i 
 



2 

IBM i Business Today 



3 

What’s New?  
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IBM i 7.4 
•  IBM i 7.4 and new LPP - IBM Db2 Mirror for i 

–  Announcement on April 23, 2019 
– GA  June 21, 2019 
–  **  RDi enhancements from “fix list” on 

RDi website.  

•  IBM i 7.3  TR6 
–  Announcement on April  23, 2019 
– GA was May 10, 2019 



IBM i 7.4 – Early feedback 
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IBM	Power	Systems	/	©	2018	IBM	Corporation	

“In short 7.4 has rock solid 
foundations and we are loving 
building upon them.” 
Steve Bradshaw, Rowton IT 
 
“… we have been amazed by all 
the new functions and features. It 
has been 3 years since 7.3, but it 
looks like it has been worth the 
wait.“ 
Pete Massiello, iTech Solutions 
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IBM	i	7.4		
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IBM i Release Roadmap 

** All statements regarding IBM's future direction and intent are subject to change or withdrawal without notice, and represent goals and objectives only. 
** Arrows indicate “ongoing status and do not imply any specific dates.  
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HelpSystems.	All	rights	reserved.	

Top	IT	Concerns	–	HelpSystems		2018	Survey	
	

What are your top concerns as you plan your IT environment? 
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IBM i Strategic Directions 
•  Power Solutions   

•  Enable clients to exploit latest hardware technology (POWER9 and peripherals) 
•  Enable clients to transform their customer experience using mobile, Internet of Things, Cognitive, Machine 

Learning and AI 
•  Enable ISV Solutions to implement the latest technologies 
•  Provide flexible solutions options for cloud and MSPs 

•  Open Platform 
•  Grow IBM i solutions options including open source languages and applications 
•  Extend IBM i solutions portfolio with Linux and AIX application choices 

•  The Integrated Promise of IBM i  
•  Deliver a simple, high value platform for business applications 
•  Provide exceptional security and resiliency for critical business data 
•  Leverage IBM systems, storage and software technologies 
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Pervasive Security 
•  New “view” in Authority Collection 
-  Based on object vs user 

•  New Communication Protocols 
-  TLSv1.3 higher encryption  
-  SNMPv3 trap and inform messages 
-  JTOpen 
-  SMB3 

-  Access Client Solutions and RDi 
- Uses newest secure protocols 

•  Password rules enforced 
– DST and SST passwords – apply 27 rules 

•  Digital Certificate Manager increases 
automation 
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Application Development 
•  Traditional Languages and Environments 

•  RPG varying length arrays and SAMEPOS 
subfields 

•  COBOL many new enhancements this 
release 

•  ILE CL can be compiled from IFS 
•  System Debugger Change Program Data 

(QBNCHGPD)  
•  API is enhanced to update the debug 

source location 
•  RDi 

•  Many RFEs answered with smaller 
functional enhancements 

•  ** PDM view delivered earlier 
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Open Source 

•  Node.js v10 and updated Python packages 
•  Midnight Commander 
-  2-pane file manager 

•  R 
-  Language for analytics and statistical computing  

•  vim 
-  Popular terminal based editor 

•  Active MQ 
-  Open source message broker 
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Systems Management 
•  Integrated Web App Server (IWS) 

•  REST API generation for SQL procedures 

•  IBM i Services 

•  Work Management 
•  QHST improvements 
•  Workload Groups by SBS not JOBD   

•  New behaviour for SAVE/RESTORE 
dedicated activities 

•  option to remain in restricted state once 
operation is completed 



Db2 Mirror for i 

IBM i Db2 Mirror  
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IBM Db2 Mirror for i 
IBM Db2 Mirror for i: Enables Continuous 
Availability 

•  High speed synchronous replication of Db2 for i (Data 
Center Solution) 

•  Access Db2 objects from either LPAR 

Application Availability Enablement  
•  Two Nodes read and write to the same DB Files 
•  Enables quickly moving all work to one node, for 

planned maintenance or node failure 

Enables Business Continuity for Disruptive 
System Upgrades 

–  Nodes can be at different OS levels  
–  Nodes can be on different Power Hardware 

Generations 
–  Rolling upgrades for no downtime 
–  Roll a node back a release with minimal impact if 

Active/Active applications are deployed 

–  Requires POWER8 or later and IBM i 7.4 
–  New IBM i LPP:   5770-DBM 
 

Db2	Mirror	

Application 
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Db2 Mirror – What makes it different 
New integrated IBM i synchronization technology 
Does not leverage any existing availability technology to provide continuous availability  
–  But does work with existing technology 
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DR Solutions Built on Top of Db2 Mirror for IBM i 

RoCE	

<	200M	

Metro	or	Global	Mirror	



DR Solutions Built on Top of Db2 Mirror for IBM i 

RoCE	

<	200M	
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IBM i Support Roadmap 

** All statements regarding IBM's future direction and intent are subject to change or withdrawal without notice, and represent goals and objectives only. 
** Arrows indicate “ongoing status” and do not imply any specific dates.  



The Cloud 



IBM i Native Solutions 

IBM i - Enabling solutions for your business 

RPG	 Cobol	



Ibnsina Pharma - Egypt 



IBM i Native Solutions Open Source on IBM i 

IBM i - Enabling solutions for your business 

PASE	

RPG	 Cobol	



Mission Produce - Peru 



IBM i Native Solutions Open Source on IBM i 

IBM i - Enabling solutions for your business 

PASE	

RPG	 Cobol	

Linux Solutions 

Expanded Linux ecosystem of 
solutions for CAMSS 



ORIS - Belgium 



IBM i Native Solutions Open Source on IBM i 

IBM i - Enabling solutions for your business 

PASE	

RPG	 Cobol	



IBM i & Watson 
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JORI - Belgium 
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Mixing Multiple Technologies to Extend Business Value 



Robertet - France 



IBM i Native Solutions Open Source on IBM i 

IBM i - Enabling solutions for your business 

Linux Solutions 

PASE	

RPG	 Cobol	

Expanded Linux ecosystem of 
solutions for Cognitive and AI 
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New Workloads: Video Analytics 
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Vision Banco - Paraguay 



What are you inspired to do? 



IBM i: 7.4 and Much More  

Alison Butterill 
WW Offering Manager, IBM i 
 



For More Information: 
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Some Links You Need Twitter #Hashtags 
IBM i Home Page:     
www.ibm.com/systems/i 
 
IBM Client Success 
http://ibmi30.mybluemix.net/ 
 
IBM Systems Magazine IBM i Edition:    
http://ibmsystemsmag.com/ibmi/ 
 
Support Life Cycle: 
https://www-01.ibm.com/software/support/ibmi/lifecycle/ 
 
License Topics:  
https://www-01.ibm.com/support/docview.wss?uid=nas8N1022087 

@IBMSystems  
@COMMONug 

@IBMChampions 
@IBMSystemsISVs 

@IBMiMag  
@ITJungleNews  

@SAPonIBMi  
@SiDforIBMi 

#IBMi30 
#PowerSystems 

#IBMi 
#IBMAIX 

#POWER8 
#LinuxonPower 
#OpenPOWER 
#HANAonPower 
#ITinfrastructure 
#OpenSource 
#HybridCloud 

#BigData 



For More Information: 
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Blogs 
IBM Blogs: 
•  IBM Systems Magazine You and i (Steve Will) 
•  IBM Systems Magazine i-Can  (Dawn May) 
•  IBM Systems Magazine: Open  your i  (Jesse Gorzinski) 
•  IBM DB2 for i (Mike Cain) 
•  IBM DB2 Web Query for i (Doug Mack) 
IBM Champion’s Blogs: 
•  IBM Systems Magazine: iDevelop  (Jon Paris and Susan Gantner) 
•  IBM Systems Magazine: iTalk with Tuoy 

 
http://ibmsystemsmag.com/blogs/you-and-i/ 
http://ibmsystemsmag.com/blogs/i-can/ 
http://ibmsystemsmag.com/blogs/open-your-i/ 
http://db2fori.blogspot.co.uk/ 
http://db2webqueryi.blogspot.co.uk/ 
 
http://ibmsystemsmag.com/blogs/idevelop/ 
http://ibmsystesmag.com/ibmi/trends/italk-with-tuohy/ 



Special notices 
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This document was developed for IBM offerings in the United States as of the date of publication.  IBM may not make these offerings available in other countries, and the 
information is subject to change without notice. Consult your local IBM business contact for information on the IBM offerings available in your area. 
Information in this document concerning non-IBM products was obtained from the suppliers of these products or other public sources.  Questions on the capabilities of 
non-IBM products should be addressed to the suppliers of those products. 
IBM may have patents or pending patent applications covering subject matter in this document.  The furnishing of this document does not give you any license to these 
patents.  Send license inquires, in writing, to IBM Director of Licensing, IBM Corporation, New Castle Drive, Armonk, NY 10504-1785 USA.  
All statements regarding IBM future direction and intent are subject to change or withdrawal without notice, and represent goals and objectives only.  
The information contained in this document has not been submitted to any formal IBM test and is provided "AS IS" with no warranties or guarantees either expressed or 
implied. 
All examples cited or described in this document are presented as illustrations of  the manner in which some IBM products can be used and the results that may be 
achieved.  Actual environmental costs and performance characteristics will vary depending on individual client configurations and conditions. 
IBM Global Financing offerings are provided through IBM Credit Corporation in the United States and other IBM subsidiaries and divisions worldwide to qualified 
commercial and government clients.  Rates are based on a client's credit rating, financing terms, offering type, equipment type and options, and may vary by country.  
Other restrictions may apply.  Rates and offerings are subject to change, extension or withdrawal without notice. 
IBM is not responsible for printing errors in this document that result in pricing or information inaccuracies. 
All prices shown are IBM's United States suggested list prices and are subject to change without notice; reseller prices may vary. 
IBM hardware products are manufactured from new parts, or new and serviceable used parts. Regardless, our warranty terms apply. 
Any performance data contained in this document was determined in a controlled environment.  Actual results may vary significantly and are dependent on many factors 
including system hardware configuration and software design and configuration.  Some measurements quoted in this document may have been made on development-
level systems.  There is no guarantee these measurements will be the same on generally-available systems.  Some measurements quoted in this document may have 
been estimated through extrapolation.  Users of this document should verify the applicable data for their specific environment.   

Revised September 26, 2006 



Special notices (cont.) 
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IBM, the IBM logo, ibm.com AIX, AIX (logo), AIX 5L, AIX 6 (logo), AS/400, BladeCenter, Blue Gene, ClusterProven, Db2, ESCON, i5/OS, i5/OS (logo), IBM Business Partner (logo), IntelliStation, LoadLeveler, Lotus, Lotus Notes, 
Notes, Operating System/400, OS/400, PartnerLink, PartnerWorld, PowerPC, pSeries, Rational, RISC System/6000, RS/6000, THINK, Tivoli, Tivoli (logo), Tivoli Management Environment, WebSphere, xSeries, z/OS, zSeries, 
Active Memory, Balanced Warehouse, CacheFlow, Cool Blue, IBM Systems Director VMControl, pureScale, TurboCore, Chiphopper, Cloudscape, Db2 Universal Database, DS4000, DS6000, DS8000, EnergyScale, Enterprise 
Workload Manager, General Parallel File System, , GPFS, HACMP, HACMP/6000, HASM, IBM Systems Director Active Energy Manager, iSeries, Micro-Partitioning, POWER, PowerExecutive, PowerVM, PowerVM (logo), 
PowerHA, Power Architecture, Power Everywhere, Power Family, POWER Hypervisor,  Power Systems, Power Systems (logo), Power Systems Software, Power Systems Software (logo), POWER2, POWER3, POWER4, 
POWER4+, POWER5, POWER5+, POWER6, POWER6+, POWER7, System i, System p, System p5, System Storage, System z, TME 10, Workload Partitions Manager and X-Architecture are trademarks or registered 
trademarks of International Business Machines Corporation in the United States, other countries, or both. If these and other IBM trademarked terms are marked on their first occurrence in this information with a trademark symbol 
(® or ™), these symbols indicate U.S. registered or common law trademarks owned by IBM at the time this information was published. Such trademarks may also be registered or common law trademarks in other countries.  
 
A full list of U.S. trademarks owned by IBM may be found at: http://www.ibm.com/legal/copytrade.shtml.  
 
Adobe, the Adobe logo, PostScript, and the PostScript logo are either registered trademarks or trademarks of Adobe Systems Incorporated in the United States, and/or other countries. 
AltiVec is a trademark of Freescale Semiconductor, Inc. 
AMD Opteron is a trademark of Advanced Micro Devices, Inc. 
InfiniBand, InfiniBand Trade Association and the InfiniBand design marks are trademarks and/or service marks of the InfiniBand Trade Association.  
Intel, Intel logo, Intel Inside, Intel Inside logo, Intel Centrino, Intel Centrino logo, Celeron, Intel Xeon, Intel SpeedStep, Itanium, and Pentium are trademarks or registered trademarks of Intel Corporation or its subsidiaries in the 
United States and other countries. 
IT Infrastructure Library is a registered trademark of the Central Computer and Telecommunications Agency which is now part of the Office of Government Commerce. 
Java and all Java-based trademarks and logos are trademarks or registered trademarks of Oracle and/or its affiliates. 
Linear Tape-Open, LTO, the LTO Logo, Ultrium, and the Ultrium logo are trademarks of HP, IBM Corp. and Quantum in the U.S. and other countries. 
Linux is a registered trademark of Linus Torvalds in the United States, other countries or both. 
Microsoft, Windows and the Windows logo are registered trademarks of Microsoft Corporation in the United States, other countries or both. 
NetBench is a registered trademark of Ziff Davis Media in the United States, other countries or both. 
SPECint, SPECfp, SPECjbb, SPECweb, SPECjAppServer, SPEC OMP, SPECviewperf, SPECapc, SPEChpc, SPECjvm, SPECmail, SPECimap and SPECsfs are trademarks of the Standard Performance Evaluation Corp 
(SPEC). 
The Power Architecture and Power.org wordmarks and the Power and Power.org logos and related marks are trademarks and service marks licensed by Power.org. 
TPC-C and TPC-H are trademarks of the Transaction Performance Processing Council (TPPC). 
UNIX is a registered trademark of The Open Group in the United States, other countries or both.  
 
Other company, product and service names may be trademarks or service marks of others. 
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